Grace and Gratitude 

In this powerful story in Mark 10, we see dramatically that even thought Bartimaeus was blind, he saw vividly this once in a lifetime opportunity he had coming up as Jesus approached.

Remember the story with me. Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem. He was on His way to the cross when He encountered this man, Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus, who was blind, was sitting by the roadside. in Jericho, doing what he did daily begging for money. Obviously, he had heard about Jesus. Bartimaeus sensed strongly that this was his moment, his chance. So when Jesus came near, Bartimaeus begin to cry out urgently, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!

The crowd tried to shush him. They thought Jesus was too busy and too important to be bothered with the likes of Bartimaeus, this poor, wretched, blind beggar. But Bartimaeus would not be denied. He would not be shushed. No! He cried out more desperately, Son of David, have mercy on me! Suddenly, Jesus stopped. He turned around. Somehow, amazingly, over the noise of the crowd, Jesus heard the urgent cry of Bartimaeus  and Jesus called for him. Bartimaeus! Bartimaeus, the people said, Get up, He is calling for you. Then, Bartimaeus threw his cloak aside. He spring up and made his way through the crowd into the presence of Jesus. Notice how gracious Jesus was with him. Jesus was not presumptuous or arrogant or controlling. Humbly, gently, He asked, What would you like me to do for you? And Bartimaeus answered, My teacher, let me see again. Then Jesus said to him, Go your way; your faith has made you well. 

The scriptures tell us that the blind man, Bartimaeus, then received his sight. And listen to this  he FOLLOWED Jesus on the way. What a great story this is, great drama, great characters, great theology, and great lessons to learn here! 

            The Bartimaeus story is jammed-full of amazing grace the saving, healing, redemptive, eye-opening, life-changing power of Gods miraculous and gracious love.

 We dont really need to know about existentialism and eschatology. All we need to know about is Jesus and His amazing grace. All we need to know about is Jesus and His power to give us the miracle of a new life, a new start, a new chance, and a new vision. The gospel song writer put it like this: 

My Father is omnipotent
And that you can't deny;
A God of might and miracles;
'Tis written in the sky. 
Chorus
It took a miracle to put the stars in place;
It took a miracle to hang the world in space.
But when He saved my soul,
Cleansed and made me whole,
It took a miracle of love and grace!
Though here His glory has been shown,
We still can't fully see
The wonders of His might, His throne;
'Till eternity. 
Chorus
It took a miracle to put the stars in place;
It took a miracle to hang the world in space.
But when He saved my soul,
Cleansed and made me whole,
It took a miracle of love and grace!
The Bible tells us of His power
And wisdom all way through;
And every little bird and flower
Are testimonies too.
Chorus
It took a miracle to put the stars in place;
It took a miracle to hang the world in space.
But when He saved my soul,
Cleansed and made me whole,
 Isn’t it beautiful here in Mark 10 how Jesus not only heals Bartimaeus and restores his sight, but He does it so tenderly, so graciously. Everybody else considered Bartimaeus to be an outcast and a low life, but Jesus treated him with love and dignity and respect. There’s a name for that. Its called grace, 


THERE THE LESSON OF GRATITUDE.

Bartimaeus was so grateful for what Jesus did for him, he just dropped everything and followed Jesus, which, by the way, is the Biblical way for saying, He became a disciple of Jesus.

He gave Bartimaeus a new life, a new chance, a new start, a new vision, a new hope, 

My friends that is what Jesus does. 

No matter what you have gotten yourself into Jesus can give you a new start

You can begin your life again. It’s simple its not a matter of justification, sanctification, propitiation, or any other theological term. 

 God can help you can start your life over again.  

For most of us there will come a day when you may shout like Bartimaeus “ Jesus have mercy on me!”  

By shouting out for mercy Bartimaeus recognizes in Jesus presence the sign that the time Jesus announced in Nazareth when he was at the synagogue.  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, he has appointed me to preach Good News to the poor; he has sent me to heal the broken-hearted and to announce that captives shall be released and the blind shall see, that the downtrodden shall be freed from their oppressors, and that God is ready to give blessings to all who come to him.”  

Bartinaeus acknowledges in Jesus the grace of God, interwoven with God’s justice.  He is clear about his goal of being able to see and about Jesus’ ability to make it happen.

He has a problem, he has a goal, he brings his problem to Jesus and Jesus heals him.  Then in gratitude he follows him.  

So, like Bartimaeus,  we can chose to bring our problems to Jesus and ask him to heal us. Ask him for what you need.  Ask him to forgive your sins and make you whole.  And then follow Jesus, give your heart and soul to Him   

That’s what this great story of Bartimaeus is about. Its about  grace, and gratitude. 

It takes a miracle.  God’s business is miracles.    Amen
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