MAKING CHOICES — A SPIRITUAL SKILL
One of my favorite stories comes from the Chinese and tells of the farmer whose only horse escaped the corral. When his neighbors lamented his loss, the farmer said philosophically, “Good event, bad event, who knows?”

But when the horse returned to the farm leading a whole herd of wild horses with him, the neighbors congratulated the old man on his luck. Then, the farmer said, “Good event, bad event, who knows?”

Later, when the farmer’s only son was thrown from the back of the horse and broke his leg at harvest time, the neighbors bewailed his troubles. But the farmer said, “Good event, bad event, who knows?”

And when the warlord conscripted every young man in the valley for his army except the boy with the broken leg, the other farmers whose sons had been taken, cursed their bad luck and celebrated his fortune. But the farmer said, “Good event, bad event, who knows?”

Clearly, the question that lingers down our own twisting, turning histories about the vagaries in our lives is a simple one: “Good event, bad event–who knows?” It’s an important question because, the fact is, life is a series events interpreted after we live them. 

But one thing is: Life is a series of dilemmas, of options, of situations, or possibilities taken and not taken. Good event, bad event, who knows?
   We meet Jacob today on his return home after 20 years with his uncle Laban.  For those who don't remember the story- Isaac and Rebecca had twin Esau and Jacob.  Although Jacob came out of the womb second he came out holding on to his brother's ankle and his name meant he takes by the heel or he supplants. I especially love Jacob because he is such a scroundrel. His whole story is a mess and yet God blesses him.  
   Esau and Jacob couldn’t have been more different . Even before Jacob was born he had been promised by God that he would inherit the Promise. The promise of Abraham and Isaac. While Rebekah Isaac’s wife  was pregnant the two boys were fighting in the womb and she said to God, "If it is to be this way, why do I live? " She asked God and God said to her "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the younger.  Jacob probably knew about this promise from his mother (he was her favorite).
 Jacob relied on his own tricks to "supplant" his older brother Esau. Jacob’s name means supplanter.   One day when Esau came in from the field and he was hungry, Jacob took advantage of his hunger. He made Esau give him his birthright for a bowl of soup. This meant that the rights of inheritance due to the first born would go to Jacob and not Esau. Rights of inheritance were critical in Bible times. We often talk of this story from the point of view of how bad Jacob was.  Yet, not much is said about foolish Esau who did not think beyond his stomach to giving up what was an important status in ancient times. Perhaps, although this is speculation, he too had heard the stories that the youngest shall be served by the eldest. 
  In another case Jacob also stole a blessing from his father Isaac which should have gone to Esau. In a huge scheme which Rebekah formulated Jacob pretended to be Esau so that he could get a blessing from his father which was intended as a farewell blessing as his father was dying
 Jacob got what he wanted, but at what a cost! Esau was so enraged that he decided to kill Jacob, Rebekah found out and warned Jacob and so he had to flee for his life to his uncle Laban's (read 27:41-45) . . . 
On his way to Laban's, God broke into Jacob's life through a dream. In that dream, he reiterated the Promise and also promised to Jacob that he would protect him while he was gone and bring him back safely v. 15 Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have promised you."   Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said,"Surely the Lord is in this place- and I did not know it!"  He named the place Bethel.

When Jacob got to Laban's land, he ran up against someone who was as good a schemer  as he was! I encourage all of you to read this wonderful story in Genesis 27 to the end.  (Tell the story in your own words)
Alone that night before he had to face Esau, Jacob had an encounter with God that was the defining moment of his life . . . 
He has a wrestling match with an unknown man who later turns out to be God. 
God initiated the wrestling match, and Jacob responded by fighting back all night long (32:24). This was a picture of Jacob's relationship with God all this time..
God was always the God of my Father the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac-  but was God indeed the God of Jacob ?  God had a will for Jacob's life and made promises to him pertaining to that will, but Jacob had been stubbornly resisting God's leadership at every step. It wasn't primarily Esau or Laban that Jacob was resisting and trying to get around--it was God himself. The God of his fathers had not always been his God. 
     After wrestling all night, God dislocated Jacob's thigh with a touch (32:25). This showed Jacob who he was fighting with. Now crippled, Jacob can only hang on to God--a picture of his proper relationship with God. Now that Jacob's tenacity is expressed in a dependent posture, God blesses him  and renames him to cleanse him from his old ways ("supplanter;" "deceiver") and give him a new identity to live up to ("one who strives effectively with God"). He gives him a new name.  Israel.  The meaning of this word is one who strives with God.   God has always been willing to bless Jacob. He has only been waiting for Jacob to ask with a trusting, dependent heart. 
    Jacob learned the lesson. The next morning, he dropped his elaborate and self-protective plan with Esau and instead passed ahead of everyone to meet him directly (33:3), trusting God's promise to protect him. He discovered that Esau had forgiven him, and he went on to supply godly leadership for his family.
Jacob is not a special case--he is a picture of all of us. 
 
All of us struggle with God. We are deeply committed to making our lives work apart from personal dependence on God's direction and power. When circumstances happen to us we want to figure everything out and interpret it like the story. Good event, bad event, who know?    
      God works through suffering and adversity to teach us our need to depend on him. Because the problem isn't not knowing about God but not depending and submitting to God. Life is a series of dilemmas, of options, of situations, or possibilities taken and not taken. Good event, bad event, who knows? But I know this you can fight with God over everything that happens in your life or you can take God with you in a daily surrender to God’s plan for you. 

 God loves you enough to "take you to the mat." God took Jacob to the mat because he loved him. Jacob was returning home after 20 years of running from his mistakes with his brother. He did not know and he was afraid what might happen. We don't hear of Jacob's relationship to God during the 20 years he was with Laban. 

Even then, you have a choice. God doesn’t crush you into submission but God does ask for your dependence on God. When faced with adversities or wrong choices that you have made You can dig in and harden and intensify  your commitment to control your own life You can become suspicious about God's goodness—good event bad event who knows ? or you can admit your inadequacy and submit yourself to God, and experience his goodness and wisdom. You can say to God “Your will not mine be done. “
     We do have a choice. When sickness and disease and trouble come our way we can rail against heaven question why me ? We can fight our whole lives long against the circumstances we find ourselves in.
Being a Christian Disciple is not only saying "I'll take the free gift you offer me through Christ"--but also saying "I am willing to bow to you and submit to your leadership."  I am willing to take what happens in my life as your test for me to depend on you. Thy will be done.  We do not have to credit God with causing all the trouble in our lives but as Paul does in Phillipians we can give thanks in all circumstances. 
 What if we took God seriously.  What if we took the promise of Abraham for our promise,  That the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob was also truly our God. ?  We would have no need to worry, we would have no room for fear of the future.  We would rely on God for our decisions.  

    There may be signs in your life that you do not fully rely on God. Many of us carry guilt over things in the past. A past hurt may be consuming us with bitterness. We may be afraid of death.   Perhaps your prayer life and reading of God’s word has dried up, or maybe it has never been there to begin with. You may be increasingly tempted by some overpowering need, do you find yourself frustrated and angry with people and circumstances that are “in the way” ?

Psalm 32 says “I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. Do not be like a horse or a mule without understanding whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle. “ 

 Vital Christians monitor themselves regularly so they don't allow themselves to become hardened in controversy with God. Remember the little book I told you about Do no harm, Do good, and Stay in love with God. It's a great thing to have a heart that is sensitive to God's conviction rather than to be fighting against God.
           When you tell God you want to get back with him and that you're willing to take whatever steps are required, God will show you what you need to do. And when you respond, he will restore your walk with him immediately. If you can willingly confront the things that are wounding you ,accept your limitations your situation and rely on God  you can rejoin the world and move on. There is an acronym used called FROG.  It means to FULLY RELY ON GOD 

Friends, our God is able, our God desires your heart and your life. Our God loves you and wants your life to count for something as you live it in Christ Jesus. God wants us to be like Jacob- to wrestle with God to take God seriously and be called  ("one who strives effectively with God").
This is not an easy path, but it is one with Biblical warrant: “When I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10).

But one thing is: Life is a series of dilemmas, of options, of situations, or possibilities taken and not taken. Good event, bad event, who knows? What makes the difference among them?

Only this: I believe as Christians we bring our faith in God’s love for us to our decision making process and an attitude that God walks with us to guide and help us along the way. We are to submit to his will for us. We are to lean on God, even strive with God but above all be in relationship with God. And fully rely on God.  Our lives must be lived forward but interpreted backward. In our present problem we may have been striving with God and not realizing it. 


Jacob discovered that God was the stranger who wrestled with him on his way home to Laban. He fought with God until God gave him a blessing. He surrendered to God and God blessed him but gave him a limp to remember him by. Jacob and you and I can also make God our God as we strive with God to listen and obey him as his disciple as we live out lives. In this way we can discover the blessing in whatever God brings to you. 

 
