Keep Your Face Toward Me   Job:38 1-7  

    In the book of Job we discover that it is all right to cry, to doubt, to fear, to question, to need, and to wrestle with the very essence of our existence.  As our heart cries out against injustice and pain, Job reassures us of the importance of being honest with God.  When we are angry, we should tell him.  When we are afraid, we should reach out to him.  God will understand our strong feelings. God is never put off or threatened by our anger.  God longs for us to be open and honest with him.  He wants to participate in even the darkest parts of our life.  Only then will we be able to relate as a whole person to him.  Only then will he be able to bring us the healing and hope he longs to give. 

    Out of a violent storm Job 38 and the following two chapters pose nearly one hundred questions from a riled up God.  The rapid tempo and emphatic energy of the questions is razor sharp.  Job has ticked God off and God reads him the riot act. We gain insight from this not only into God’s intellect but into God’s power. God tells Job in so many words “You don’t know the first thing about who I am or my power.  So deal with it!” 

    Job is a story about suffering. Job wants to ask God why he has been suffering. He and his friends have been arguing about the nature of God. 

   The Bible records a few human beings for whom conversation with God was an easy task.  Moses was talking to a burning bush.  Isaiah had his lips sealed by a burning coal, Jeremiah heard words from Yahweh that terrorized him.  In its entirety Yahweh’s first reply to Job is an artfully crated wisdom poem that concerns not only the power of Yahweh the creator but Yahweh’s wisdom as well.  When these are compared to Job’s own lack of wisdom they are seen to be all the more remarkable. 

   The basic question that Yahweh puts to Job is “Who possessed the wisdom to create the heavens and the earth?”  And the obvious answer is “ Only Yahweh.”  There is no progression in the poem -  each and every question could be answered by the same words.  Yahweh,  and only Yahweh owns the wisdom or craft or knowledge to have created the heavens and the earth and to govern them day by day. 

    Job’s sufferings are now seen as part of a vast scheme of things which is far too transcendent and complicated for any mere mortal to comprehend. Job cannot extricate himself from the limitations of his own creatureliness.  

    Job at last has been granted his audience with Yahweh.  The God who seemed so elusive is not very much in evidence.  Yet, Job is not prepared for this conversation.-  for the simple reason that Job has consistently underestimated God.   

   The issue for Job is now seen to be,  not “Why do I and other godly people suffer?”  but “How may I find peace with God in the midst of my suffering?”   

  You, Job, do not possess the wisdom to contest God.  Therefore, trust God and you will be at peace. So often I find the question of Why did this happen? Is not the helpful question because there are not answers to that question. For example the killings of the Amish Children-  To ask Why is an impossible questions.  but the question How can I get through this ?      Is a productive one.  To see how the Amish have handled their sorrow is a testimony to sorrows equal to the sorrows of Job. They found peace in their suffering by following the example of Jesus in forgiving their enemies. 

  A man once sought out an old friend who was an  elderly priest to find the secret of life.  He asked him what the scholarly priest had learned from all his years of studying theology and practicing the religious life.  The Priest told him:  I have learned this one important thing.  “There is a God and I am not him. “  

  We are creatures. There is a God.  Creatures suffer.  Well, where does that put us in our times of suffering?  The Bible has many wise words in other places about the meaning of suffering:

  2 Corinthians

God offers comfort to all.  What a wonderful God we have he is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of every mercy and the one who so wonderfully comforts and strengthens us in our hardships and trials.  And why does he do this?  So that when others are troubled, needing our sympathy and encouragement, we can pass on to them this same help  and comfort God has given us.  You can be sure that the more we undergo sufferings for Christ, the more he will shower us with his comfort and encouragement.  We are in deep trouble for brining you God’s comfort and salvation.  But in our trouble God has comforted us- and this too, to help you: to show you from our personal experience how God will tenderly comfort you when you undergo these same sufferings.  He will give you the strength to endure. 

        Can you remember a magnificent scene of nature where you were just totally in awe.  Bob and I were in Yosemite years ago with the two boys and we stood on the edge of the Valley. It was a memorable moment. I was looking it up on the internet to remember what it was called for I think it was Bridal Veil Falls-   today and the guide page said “ Your first glance of Yosemite Valley will rock you way back on your heels, just as it did to those explorers who cam 150 years ago. And millions of hikers, climbers, and skiers journey to Yosemite Valley every year to bask in that same exalted glow. The short-form explanation behind this hold on the human imagination? Yosemite's landscape lays bare a kind of time — real geological time — that is simply much bigger than we are. “

    Putting yourself in an environment bigger than your immediate surroundings allows you to see  your place in the world.  You recognize your place among the animals, sea life, rivers, anthills, mountains. When we get a clear understanding of our place in this world we can truly see there is a God and it is not us. 

And since there is a God the question that comes when difficulties pile up on us as they will in every day life is How will I get thru this?  “How may I find peace with God in the midst of my suffering?”   My brothers and sisters are there situations that you do not understand? Questions you have that are unanswered? 

Job 42:1-5 Then Job replied to God: “I know that you can do anything and that no one can stop you.  You ask who it is who has so foolishly denied your providence.  It is I.  I was talking about things I knew nothing about and did not understand, things far too wonderful for me. 

            My friend James Moore tells a story about a young man whose wife had died, leaving him with a small son. Back home from the cemetery, they went to bed early because there was nothing else he could bear to do.

As he lay there in the darkness--grief-stricken and heartbroken, the little boy broke the stillness from his little bed with a disturbing question, "Daddy, where is mommy?" 
The father got up and brought the little boy to bed with him, but the child was still disturbed and restless, occasionally asking questions like "Why isn't she here?" and "When is she coming back?" 

Finally the little boy said, "Daddy, if your face is toward me, I think I can go to sleep now." And in a little while he was quiet. 

The father lay there in the darkness, and then in childlike faith, prayed this prayer: "0 God, I don't see how I can survive this. The future looks so miserable. But if your face is toward me, somehow I think I can make it." 



    Friends, we have an answer to God’s questions, Job’s answer. “But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives and that he will stand upon the earth at last. And I know that after this body has decayed, this body shall see God. !”    There is a God.  He did create us.  He did redeem us through his son Jesus. My friends, Chose to worship God even in your grief. Choose to rely on God in your confusion, in your suffering. He will bring you healing and hope. Chose to keep your face toward God as he keeps his face toward you.

That's what Christ came to teach us: that God's face is always towards us.  Therefore, let  Christ replace your confusion this day with the following bedrock conviction: God and you are in this together. Nothing can happen that God and you together cannot manage. Nothing will ever be able to separate you from his love.  Trust God. Turn your face towards him.  
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