When Dreams Become Nightmares

   The greatest hopes and desire and dreams of most Americans is to achieve success.  We often measure success by the stuff we possess. Our current economic crises is a spiritual one stemming from at least five of the 7 deadly sins of gluttony, greed, sloth, envy, and pride. 
The terrible troubles that people can find themselves in often come from those exaggerated character defects which can ensnarl us in financial difficulties, relationship problems and addiction problems. 
We have a dream of a certain kind of life but our own nature becomes a stumbling block.

  The church needs to be a beacon of light for all of us inviting people to find deliverance, redemption, salvation and hope and a new way of life. That is why at the direction of our Bishop, Bishop Devadahr, we will be studying the book Enough by Adam Hamilton over the next few weeks. 

   Two of the most devastating characteristics of American Life- a life which can make you crazy (see article given to me by Suzanne Baker)
Is the virus of Affluenza.  The disease of more.  Over the last year many of us have had to stop short in acquiring due to the economic situation.  According to the National Association of Home Builders in 1950 the average square feet of a home was 983 square feet. Our homes went from an average of 1660 square feet in 1973 to 2,400 square feet in 2004.  Yet during this time the average size of the American Family has shrunk.  We may have reached and gone over our peak.  The Aug. 2009 U.S. Census bureau said the average size of homes has gone down 7% in the last year. 
  Today there is estimated to be 1.9 billion square feet of self-storage speace in America. 

   Affluenza.  We are taking a hard look at it.

   The second disease facing us is Creditits.  The average credit card debt in 1990 was $3,000.  Today it is $9,000.  We want what we want when we want it.  We want it now.  Many children today have no idea what the term Lay A Way means because we don’t go to a store and pay bit by bit and then pick up things by Christmas that we have paid for.  No, we charge these things because we want them NOW and then we pay later.  Pay later if we are able.  All of us know persons who have made poor economic decisions.  Maybe we ourselves have been those people. 
  This is a Deep Spiritual Problem. 

  We were meant to find our security in God but we have found it in gaining wealth, drinking and eating too much, acquiring stuff and then not knowing where to put it. We were meant to love people but instead we compete with them.  We were meant to be generous and to share with those in need but we  selfishly put ourselves and our need first. 

  The devil doesn’t need to tempt us to do drugs or to steal or to have an extra marital affair in order to destroy us.  He just needs to convince us to keep pursuing the American Dream as it is portray in advertizing and in our culture.  American Life makes us crazy. We try to keep up with the Jones and enjoy more than we can afford and indulge ourselves. 
  Our dreams need to be centered around God not ourselves, not the American dream.  When we judge ourselves around that dream we are using false goals and false standard that we have deceived ourselves into thinking are real.  Then when we can’t meet our dream-  we are suddenly in the middle of a nightmare.  A nightmare from which there is only one way out. A dream of simple faith and generosity is a dream that does not turn into a nightmare. 
  The Bible’s Solution

   What does the Bible say:

Matthew 4:8-10 Then the Devil took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in all their greatness.  “All this I will give you,” the Devil said, ”if you kneel down and worship me.” Then Jesus answered, Go away Satan!  The scripture says, “Worship the Lord your God and serve only him! “ 
Luke 8:14 The seeds that fell among thorn bushes stand for those who hear; but the worries and riches and pleasures of this life crowd in and choke them, and their fruit never ripens. 

Mark 8:36  Do you gain anything if you win the whole world but lose your life? Of course not!
1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a source of all kinds of evil.  Some have been so eager to have it that they have wandered away from the faith  and have broken their hearts with many sorrows…17 Command those who are rich in the things of this life not to be proud, but to place their hope, not in such an uncertain thing as riches, but inGod, who generously gives us everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share with others.  In this way they will store us for themselves a treasure which will be a solid foundation for the future.  And then they will be able to win the life which is true life.” 
We need a change of heart.  We need a changed heart each morning.  A saying from the BB of Alcoholics Anonymous is that alcoholics have a “ Daily Reprieve based on our spiritual condition.” 

Each morning we should be in prayer with God and say “Lord, help me to be the person you want me to be today. Take away the desires that shouldn’t be there and help me to be single minded in my focus and my pursuit of you.”  A daily reminder.  A weekly reminder is not enough for us folks.  We need daily connection with God and focus for overcoming situations in our lives that are out of control. 

  B. We must allow Christ to work in us.  If we seek Christ’s Kingdom and strive to do his will Christ works in us. We are called to examine our lives on God’s terms not the world’s terms. We are called to simplicity, faithfulness and generosity.  Over the next few weeks we will study these concepts.  I think it is a good follow-up of our study of the 7 deadly sins. 
   We need to pursue good financial practices, we need to free ourselves from debt so that we are able to be in mission to the world.  With God’s help we can:


Simplify our lives and silence the voices that consistently tell us we need more.  We need more stuff, we need more food, more substances that are bad for us. 

       We can live counter culturally by living below our means not above our means. 


We can build into our budgets the money to buy with cash- not with credit.  (that’s a good one for me)

       We can build into our budgets what we need to be able to live generously and faithfully.  
Let us pray the prayer which is printed in your program. 
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